i i g o -— . e W - - T e - e e ——

f WEOSNRESS S S RS S e e

in November.
ME. WEINBERGER, They went in as rapidly ag they could.

: Q That's right. An soon as the Germans got parliament
approval --

P MR. WEINBERGER, Well, there's an interesting footnote there
if you want to use it and that was that the Belgian&] also -- that _
we were ready. I had everything lined up and as soon as by |
telephone we got the word, they were on their way. And they got i
over Eﬁere_a-&im—fﬁ‘ﬁyﬁﬁj thought they could, because .

~Y was Very worried about tThe difficulty of getting permission of
tRe HATO allies to actually deploy, “even though 1t had been NATO

Fotkt policy since ‘79 and even though every single NATO meeting I
P attended the matter was reopened, reargued and redebated and every
time it came out the same way. Sso I just didn't want to have
anymore motions for a new trial or anything of that kind so to

~EpEnK, So they went over very fast.

{11000 ON SABIGUT ATKIBALL ) HORUIRE

I want to ask you about a now somewhat disputed incidenct.
That fall there was a NATO exercise by the name of Able Archer --
command post nuclear release exercise,

=

Q Subsequently —— you probably know this. I'11 just tell
you to give my question its setting -- the RKGB Chief in Londcon at
that time was =-- it turned out to be an agent and he later
defected. A man named Gordievsky. Maybe you've met him. He
subsequently said that the Russians got so upset by this exercise
that they put out all kinds of special bulletins -- find out this,
that and the other -- there were some nuclear capable aircraft that
‘were alerted in some countries in Europe by the Soviets. There are

some people who feel that this was a very serious thing, other
paopt;" who feel it's not a very serious thing. That's neither here
nor there. A ; : e 2 hia

‘-—\\
Akl MR. WEINBERGER. Yes, they're held every year.
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name or ancther-was-a standard annual I think but maybe seai-annusl,

FHurcise that was run 'tgz_t.p_v.; »H_P:TQ‘_@_E{_Q}_!'_iJ‘S. And we had others

“that we 4id shere We'd fly a large numbex of reinforcements OVer
A to see how quickly we could do that -- Keforger. And two or three
” others that we did very regularly. It obviously, because it was
a HATG policy, involved the timing of the release of nuclear
weapons, the chain of command ~- wWho would have the authority, how
quickly could it come back here and go back over there -- all that
sort of thing. L&mwag_g_ﬁnandnxiﬂﬁxﬁtgigy- I dc not remember

McFarlane saying that it ought to - {inaudible).

P’Y’""

Q Do you rememher any particularx alarm or —-

ME. WEINBERGER. Not about this, no. But I do remembar -~ and

1 do know, because 1 felt the same way on our side -- that it is
sometimes quite difficult to tell the difference betweEn an
c¥Ercise and the beginnind ——=_the Faising of indica tors that we
“watch all the time every day, every hour. I was particularly
worried once about North Korea, because they were moving a hell of
a lot of stuff in position and everybody knew it was just a
maneuver and it was an annual exercise, but I got quite alarmed,
because I kept saying “What if 4t isn't? We've lost about five
days of time." B5o the difference between a realistic exercise or
maneuver and what could be preparations for an attack, that line
is sometimes quite blurred. I don't remember anything specifically
about that. I do remember that my feeling was that the Soviets had
walked out of the negotiations, as they were, They weren't really
negotiations. We were just sitting around the table with a bunch
of guys who wouldn't bend an inch -- was a natural event to be
expected when we deployed.

Al

f;)‘ 73 And Iggg_gﬁgssmglx_anxious to deploy, because of two or three
reascons. ne was that I.didnLL_knan_hnn_lnnn_th_gtmnsphere for

deployment was going to last. I hoped it would, but the Soviets
~were always sure they could block deployment and they had mounted
huge demonstrations from 1981 on and never found one that said
anybody demonstrating against the 5§-20. But a lot of these were —
~ and so I wanted to deploy and we had urged deployment and the
European countries had, in very courageous decisions, accepted
deployment. : S 3 -

And the other one was -- the most important reason -= it was
simply I felt ver uncomfortable with having 440 §5-20s and no
[ESpOnsSe axcep e anfinental missiles. O Lhe submarines
And frequently, as I pointed out, when you have those you don't
have to worry. Aand I thought that if they could use an’
intermediate-range missile and we had fto respond with the
L in&axgg@i_t—i‘n‘_ungnl,, something would be very badly -- it was very
- badly awry and it could trigger all kinds of reresponses, etc.

ek S0 my feeling was that we should proceed with ‘exercises, we
'should not feel that the Soviets were doing anything other than
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continuing their propaganda efforts to try to block deployment.

And that once deployment was in, ultimately they would come back,

pecause I _knew that they feared the Pershing IT wore than anything

else. Anhd-that's why 1 wan S0 BLEONQLY 7 568ed Lo this S1% in
“the woods.” What was the date of Lhe
T

4
2 Q The "walk in the woods" was earlier. That was in '82.
-t
g MR . WEINBERGER. Well, anyway, there had been a tremendous
’ amount of discussion of that and I got quite unhappy with Paul
Nitze and others for pushing that, because —- {inaudible} -- seemed

to me way beyond the instructions and, secondly, it seemed to me
that it was something that would leave us far weaker than we ocught
to be if it had ever been agreed to. But that's a kind of another
footnote. But on this particular thing you're asking me about,

2 - yes, I opposed -—— don't remember anybod suggesting that we
ﬁﬂgﬁv ;podifx the exerci If they ha would have said,

"No, 1 think we've got to go through with it, because I don't think
ﬂ( : f/'we can let the Soviets feel that any of this propaganda attempt to

_~"  block deployment is --"

There's one cther thing they did when deployment started,; as
I'm sure you know. They moved their submarines closer. They

FLA started maneuvering i1 eir Polish a rman

\¢3 3Ivisions and stuff Iike that. And I said I think all that is ==
~and tr 5 uTl designed since the governments “have agreed to =l 2 )
deployment, it's all designed to block the deployment and I don't e =
t e sho - the deployment blocked. But I don't remember :

(L1 TLn . 4 5 (2 : : L
c~Farlane saying "You should modify Able Archer," or anything of

muttered it to somebody in the Pentagon. But I don‘t remember it
as any bigTCrucial issue. b 3 s = iy

that kind. Maybeé one of his staff people told him and maybe he =

‘1 do remember the earlier part -- that I felt ithﬁiﬁ'"ift!rf__tjiﬁ-

we should take some positi

shooting down of the KAL plane that s
some meeting

steps and if all we could do would |
at least we ought to do that. =

be to call off




